
GOSDEN HOUSE SCHOOL
GOSDEN NEWS

16th January 2026

Mrs Smale, Headteacher

As we begin a new term at Gosden, the wet and wintry weather 

hasn’t dampened our spirits, with plenty of exciting developments 

already underway. We’re delighted to announce that work on 

the new soft play area will commence next week. This is being 

built on site next to the Bakehouse and promises to be a fantastic 

addition for our pupils. 

This term has also seen the Bakehouse in full swing – our very own 

on-site hot drink and baked goods shop – giving staff the 

opportunity to enjoy delicious items prepared and made by our 

talented Year 10 and 11 students. 

Looking ahead, Year 11 students will soon be embarking on two 

weeks of work experience, offering them invaluable, hands-on 

opportunities to develop practical skills, confidence and insight 

into the world of work. While our Year 9s are eagerly anticipating 

their upcoming residential trip. There is a lot to look forward to as 

the term unfolds!



RECENT PARENTMAILS

Number Day

Year 9 Sayers Croft Residential

Asthma care Plans

Guildford Shakespeare Company – Extra Curricular Club

Year 9 DTP and MenACWY Vaccinations – E-consent form

Year 8 HPV Vaccinations – E consent form

Lunch orders/payments

DATES FOR THE DIARY

Tuesday 6th January – Spring term starts

Monday 2nd February – Number Day (Dress up for Digits - 
£1 donation for NSPCC)

Monday 2nd – Friday 13th February – Year 11 Work 
experience

Wednesday 11th – Friday 13th February – Year 9 Residential

Monday 16th – Friday 20th February – Half term

Wednesday 11th March – Parent Consultations

Friday 27th March – Last day of Spring term, 1.30pm finish

Tuesday 14th April – First day of Summer term
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LOST PROPERTY
Please remember to name all your children's items of 

clothing, water bottles and bags. We cannot return items 

that are unnamed. Thank you!

AMAZON WISH LIST

A big thank you to the parents and carers who have purchased 
items from our Amazon wish list so far. We have just updated it with 

some wonderful new items so please take a look. 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/registries/gl/guest-
view/HLH16NVYVLGU

https://www.amazon.co.uk/registries/gl/guest-view/HLH16NVYVLGU
https://www.amazon.co.uk/registries/gl/guest-view/HLH16NVYVLGU
https://www.amazon.co.uk/registries/gl/guest-view/HLH16NVYVLGU
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In the Light Room, we were 

Exploring and Asking 

Questions. 
We were also using

our Creative 
Learning Habit, 

using the light rods

to create patterns and 

even write our names!

The weather might be dull and gloomy, but inside 

Woodpecker’s classroom it has been filled with lots 

of fun and exciting learning! 

Over the past few weeks, Woodpeckers have been busy 

using our ‘Exploring’ and ‘Explaining’ learning habits 

during science lessons. At the end of last term, we learnt 

about electricity: what electricity is, how to keep safe and 

how to make our own electrical circuits. This term, we are 

exploring the amazing human body. We are looking 

forward to carrying out lots of experiments to investigate 

our bodies and discovering the best ways of keeping our 

bodies fit and healthy.
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In the Light Room, we were 

Exploring and Asking 

Questions. 
We were also using

our Creative 
Learning Habit, 

using the light rods

to create patterns and 

even write our names!

At lunch time, we all sat together 

using our Listening Learning Habit as 
we talked about which section we 

had enjoyed the most.

In literacy, we have enjoyed becoming poets. Last term, 

we were visited by the poet Kimba, who taught us about 

using words in imaginative ways. We have continued to 

think about Kimba’s advice and have been inspired 

to write poems about different types of food. Last week we 

focused on ‘spaghetti’. We used our senses to explore this 

food and created some amazing poetry using similes. I 

wonder what food will be next!

In our maths lessons, we have been using our ‘Problem 

Solving’ learning habit when learning about number bonds. 

We have also been playing lots of fun games to develop 

our use of positional and directional language. 

At times this was very tricky, but Woodpeckers love 

a challenge! 
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Support Gosden House School when you play Your 

School Lottery - Your School Lottery

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/gosden-house-school
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/gosden-house-school
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/gosden-house-school
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/gosden-house-school
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Jessica - I quite enjoyed talking to the lady

Year 7 have started 2026 by being very busy in their 

learning!

We have begun our music lessons with Miss Chandler and 

have started with 'chocolate rhythms' to learn different 

notes and the sounds they make. Just ask us what sound a 

double decker, a kit kat and a twix make! We have been 

using drumsticks to consolidate our understanding of rhythm 

and at the end of the lesson, we have a go at playing the 

drums.

Miss Chandler has been teaching us the ukulele and the 

song 'My dog has fleas...' We are all turning into mini rock 

stars and using our Being Brave learning muscle when we 
are trying new challenges. Next week, we will be doing 

some chocolate music bingo. All this talk of chocolate is 

making us feel very hungry!
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For our Healthy Relationship toolkit and as part of our 

Citizenship learning, we have been looking after the 

animals. We are working as team in class by volunteering to 

feed the animals. 

This week, Finley and Jessica offered their services. Their first 

job was to check if there was enough food to give to all of 

the animals. Afterwards, they made the rounds of feeding 

the guinea pigs, rabbits, goats and pigs. When feeding we 

check they have enough water and make sure they have 

clean homes. All of the year 7s really enjoy visiting the 

animals and do an excellent job of looking after them. We 

are hoping one of us will become an Animal Ambassador 

for the school.
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Year 11 is getting very excited 

about their Work Experience 

which starts on 2nd February and 

runs for 2 weeks.  Students will be 

experiencing what it is like to work 

in shops, cafes and with animals 

in animal rescue venues.  This is 

such valuable experience to gain 

before moving on in their 

progression pathways in 

September 2026.

As part of their ASDAN Community Action project, Year 11 

students also held a Christmas Chocolate Hamper raffle 

before Christmas and raised £70 for Shooting Star Chase, a 

local hospice for Children based in Artington.

They will be following this up with an Easter-Egg hamper 

raffle and the chosen charity is 'Healing Hearts and Minds 

with Horses', a charity that helps people with mental health 

using horses in a therapeutic way.  Class-members each 

chose their preferred charity and created a presentation 

which they delivered to the class.  Class-members then 

voted on which charity they preferred to support.  Start 

saving those pennies for a chance to win a mammoth 

hamper of Easter Eggs. (Donations towards the hamper are 

also very welcome, please pass to Year 11 staff members, 

many thanks.)
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UPCOMING COLLEGE OPEN EVENTS

All of these events must be organised online.

Brooklands Technical College

13/01/26 – 1.30 – 3.30pm 

04/02/26 - 4.30 - 7.00pm

29/04/26 - 4.30 - 7.00pm

Please contact 
isupport@brooklands.ac.uk if you 
have any questions about the 
tours.

mailto:isupport@brooklands.ac.uk


E – S A F E T Y

Being Kind Online

Technology can be brilliant at helping our learners stay connected 

to their friends, but it can also cause problems. We have seen issues 

in group chats where messages have been unkind or 

misunderstood. Many young people find managing group chats 

difficult, and this is a challenge in all schools—not just ours. For our 

learners, who already find socialising and communication harder, 

this can be even more upsetting.

Online words can hurt just like spoken ones. Misunderstandings 

happen easily on screens.

Tips for Parents and Carers:

•Check in: Look at group chats and talk to your child about what’s 

happening online.

•Remind them: Words matter—even online. Encourage kindness 

and respect.

•Talk regularly about online behaviour and kindness.

• Set clear rules for group chats and social media use.

• Encourage your child to take a break if they feel upset online.

• Remind them to tell an adult if something worries them.

Together, through the support and learning opportunities we also 

provide in school we can help our learners use technology in 

positive and caring ways.

Useful Wellbeing Links:

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-

safety/

Parentkind Online Safety Toolkit – Practical advice for parents: 
parentkind.org.uk/online-safety-toolkit 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.parentkind.org.uk/online-safety-toolkit
https://www.parentkind.org.uk/online-safety-toolkit
https://www.parentkind.org.uk/online-safety-toolkit
https://www.parentkind.org.uk/online-safety-toolkit
https://www.parentkind.org.uk/online-safety-toolkit


WELL DONE!
Congratulations to the following students 

for completing their ‘Gosden Toolbox’ and 

successfully collecting 10 ‘Life Tools’.

Developing these ‘Life Tools’ will help 

them now and also prepare them for their 

exciting future pathways.
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https://www.annafreu

d.org/resources/famil

y-wellbeing/

The Anna Freud website 

has lots of advice and 

guidance for parents 

and carers on how to 

support a young 

person’s wellbeing and 

mental health.

https://www.annafreud.org/resources/family-wellbeing/
https://www.annafreud.org/resources/family-wellbeing/
https://www.annafreud.org/resources/family-wellbeing/
https://www.annafreud.org/resources/family-wellbeing/
https://www.annafreud.org/resources/family-wellbeing/
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https://www.annafreu

d.org/resources/famil

y-wellbeing/

The Anna Freud website 

has lots of advice and 

guidance for parents 

and carers on how to 

support a young 

person’s wellbeing and 

mental health.

Event Info

• Sunday 8th February 2026

• 1030 Doors open | 1100 Show | 1200 refreshments and 

raffle

• Edgeborough School, Frensham, Farnham, GU10 3AH

• Tickets £15 | Babes in arms (U18m) £7.50

• www.tinyurl.com/SSDS-Sing

Don’t miss this chance to see Singing Hands on the 

doorstep. Book your tickets today and join the fun – spaces 

are limited, so reserve your seats now. Bookings will be open 
to SSDS family and friends for a limited time before being 

opened to the public.

https://www.annafreud.org/resources/family-wellbeing/
https://www.annafreud.org/resources/family-wellbeing/
https://www.annafreud.org/resources/family-wellbeing/
https://www.annafreud.org/resources/family-wellbeing/
https://www.annafreud.org/resources/family-wellbeing/
http://www.tinyurl.com/SSDS-Sing
http://www.tinyurl.com/SSDS-Sing
http://www.tinyurl.com/SSDS-Sing
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If you would like to make a donation to the 

school you can do so via the Gosden Children 

First charity page by clicking on this link 

https://wonderful.org/charities/1049925

You are able to donate directly or to a 

particular fundraising page that you would like 

to support.

AMAZON WISH LIST

https://www.amazon.co.uk/registries/gl/guest-
view/HLH16NVYVLGU

https://wonderful.org/charities/1049925
https://wonderful.org/charities/1049925
https://www.amazon.co.uk/registries/gl/guest-view/HLH16NVYVLGU
https://www.amazon.co.uk/registries/gl/guest-view/HLH16NVYVLGU
https://www.amazon.co.uk/registries/gl/guest-view/HLH16NVYVLGU
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