
GOSDEN HOUSE SCHOOL
GOSDEN NEWS

Mrs Smale, Headteacher

22nd  May 2026

As we reach the end of another busy and successful half term, we 
are delighted to reflect on what has been a fantastic few weeks 
across the school.
A particular highlight to me was Sports Day, which brought together 
teamwork, determination, and plenty of smiles. Pupils showed 
incredible enthusiasm and resilience, cheering each other on and 
celebrating every achievement—large and small. It was wonderful 
to see such strong school spirit and participation from all. I was 
incredibly proud of all our children, but a special mention to the 
Sports Leaders, who showed such care and encouragement to 
their peers. A massive thank you also, to our staff, parent and carer 
supporters, it was a wonderful morning and further cemented that 
Gosden family that we are all a part of.
We have also had a day to celebrate music with Rock Steady, and 
again, our pupils rose to the occasion, joined in and really 
celebrated a love of music. When  we return, we will be looking 
forward to the circus coming to Gosden and the opportunity to 
watch, learn and take part.
May I  wish everyone a safe, restful, enjoyable and sunny half term 
break, and I  look forward to welcoming staff and pupils back for 
the final stretch of the academic year.
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RECENT PARENTMAILS
Sponsored Walk

Chickenpox – Foxes class

Safe Together
Gosden House Gym

Secondary Transition activities
Year 11 School Prom – Thursday 25th June

Summer Term – Warmer Weather

DATES FOR THE DIARY
Monday 25th – Friday 29th May – Half term

Thursday 4th June – Woodpeckers Residential
w/c 8th July – Focus Week – Wild Learning

Tuesday 9th June – Whole School Event – Circus
Friday 19th June – Whole School Sponsored Walk

Wednesday 24th June – Year 11 Leavers Assembly
Thursday 25th June – Year 11 Prom
Friday 26th June – Year 11 Last Day

Tuesday 30th June – Year 7 Picnic for parents and carers of current 
Year 6’s staying at Gosden for Secondary 

Wednesday 1st July – Year 7 Transition Day and Whole School 
Moving Up day

Friday 10th July – GOSFEST and Meet the Teacher
Tuesday 14th July – Year 6 Leavers Assembly

Wednesday 22nd July – Last day of Summer term, 1.30pm finish
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LOST PROPERTY
Please remember to name all your children's items of 

clothing, water bottles and bags. We cannot return items 

that are unnamed. Thank you!

AMAZON WISH LIST

https://www.amazon.co.uk/registries/gl/guest-view/HLH16NVYVLGU

We have just updated our Amazon wish list with lots of exciting 
new items and categories. Please take a look in case there’s 

anything you would like to purchase for our students.

REAPPLYING FOR TRAVEL ASSISTANCE
For all parents of current Year 2 and Year 6 students who 

are moving to Junior/Secondary places in September 

2026: You need to reapply for your child's travel 

assistance for their September 2026 placements even if 

they are staying at Gosden House. Travel assistance does 

not automatically roll over.

This is the link to reapply: Apply for help with travel to 

school - Surrey County Council

Important Reminder! Nut-Free Environment!

• Gosden House School operates as a nut-free environment to 
protect pupils with severe allergies.

• Parents/carers must ensure packed lunches and snacks do not 
contain nuts or nut products.

• Pupils are supervised during eating times and reminded not to 
share food.

CURRENT VACANCIES
We are currently recruiting for a Pastoral Assistant, Site 

Assistant and Learning Assistants. Please visit the school’s 

website for full job description and person specification.

Current Vacancies - Gosden House School

CHANGE IN SEASON
On warmer days, please could you ensure your child comes to 

school with:

•a named sunhat
•a named water bottle
•and that suncream is applied before school

https://www.amazon.co.uk/registries/gl/guest-view/HLH16NVYVLGU
https://www.amazon.co.uk/registries/gl/guest-view/HLH16NVYVLGU
https://www.amazon.co.uk/registries/gl/guest-view/HLH16NVYVLGU
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/travel/qualify/apply
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/travel/qualify/apply
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/travel/qualify/apply
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/travel/qualify/apply
https://www.gosden-house.surrey.sch.uk/current-vacancies/
https://www.gosden-house.surrey.sch.uk/current-vacancies/
https://www.gosden-house.surrey.sch.uk/current-vacancies/
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This half-term, Owl Class have used their ‘Noticing’, Exploring’ 

and ‘Learning Together’ Habits to delve into the topic of ‘Let 

it Grow.’ Owls have explored key features of flowers, needs of 

a plant, the processes of germination, seed dispersal and 

decay, the types of plants in hot and cold climates, fruits and 

vegetables that grow, food tasting, how to care for the 

environment, and so much more!

Owl Class particularly enjoyed the 

story of Jack and the Beanstalk as part 

of our literacy 

learning and demonstrated fantastic 

use of their ‘Listening’ Learning Habit! 

They were very enthusiastic to plant 

their own beans and watch their very 

own beanstalks grow bigger over the 

course of the half-term!

This topic enabled countless outdoor learning 

opportunities, such as observational wonder walks, 

watering plants, gardening, and of course, plenty 

of ‘Creative’ learning in our wonderful Forest School!
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In the Light Room, we were 

Exploring and Asking 

Questions. 
We were also using

our Creative 
Learning Habit, 

using the light rods

to create patterns and 

even write our names!

At lunch time, we all sat together 

using our Listening Learning Habit as 
we talked about which section we 

had enjoyed the most.

In DT we have been learning about product design and 

have turned the classroom into Willy Wonka's chocolate 

factory whilst we design, test and create our own 

chocolate bars. We have worked with the Year 9 class to 

conduct market research and get feedback on our 

products.

We have been learning about poetry, exploring a range of 

poems, how to perform poetry, and most importantly 

enjoying poetry. We had been exploring rhyme and 

making silly soup around the school to find the rhyme.  We 

were inspired by Michael Rosen's poem 'Spaghetti'. We 

used our senses to describe spaghetti and then found 

words that rhymed with our adjectives. We then planned, 

wrote, and performed our own take on the spaghetti 

poems. Great creativity squirrels!

In our Maths learning, we have been learning about 

multiplication. Using repeated addition, grouping, 

multiplication, and arrays. Great problem solving and focus 

Squirrels.

We are looking forward to getting stuck into lots more 

exciting learning for the last half term of Year 5!
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Our PSHE focus has been on sharing, 
turn taking and team work and what 
a better way to explore this than a 
Fox Class Banoffee Pie Production 
Line! What a wonderful team of 
biscuit crushers, banana mashers and 
taste testers we make!

They are planning an Easter raffle to support Canine 

Concern who offer support dogs for visits to schools. We 

are very lucky to have Kiwi coming in to school once a 

week to spend time with our pupils. Tickets will cost £1 

each and you can buy up to 5 tickets with a chance to 

win a chocolate hamper or one of 3 runners up eggs. 

We’re excited to share a fundraising 

opportunity which some of our brilliant and 

brave staff will be taking part in, all 

organised by Mr Fulton-Pemble! They’ll be 

tackling the mud and obstacles, all to help 

raise money for our school and The Royal 

Marsden. Parents and carers can support 

the team and help us reach our 

fundraising target of £800 by donating via 

our JustGiving page:

 

Crowdfunding For Good From JustGiving

Every contribution makes a real difference, 

and we’ll be sure to share some photos of 

our muddy (but hopefully still smiling!) staff 

after the event. 

Thank you, as always, for your support.

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/aaron-fulton-pemble-2?utm_medium=FA&utm_source=CL#sharePage
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'I really enjoyed the dragon scene when it 

showed up and I really enjoyed Diagon 

Alley. We learned about directing films 

and the essentials needed to make them' - 

Safa

'My favourite bit was the animatronic 

spiders in the Forbidden Forest and I 

enjoyed learning what an 

animatronic is' - Ryan

'I loved the part where the dragon came 

towards you - it was really exciting! I 

enjoyed learning about the mss and 

make-up for the goblins' - Bethany

'I enjoyed the train, the dragon, the 

spiders and spending time with the 

people in the class. I didn't learn 

anything new because I'm a super fan' - 

Phoenix
'I enjoyed everything, 

especially the spiders! I learnt 

never to mess with Harry 

Potter!' - Kelsie

This half term, we have been working hard on both our 

academic learning and the development of our social skills.

In Science, students have been learning 

about gravity and wind pressure. As part 

of this topic, they completed an exciting 

egg drop project which focused on 

teamwork, communication, and 

problem-solving skills. Students worked 

together to design and create a 

structure that would protect an egg 

when dropped from a height. They 

planned their inventions within a set time 

frame, gathered their own resources, 

and solved problems independently 

throughout the challenge.

In the Bakehouse, we have made banana bread and 

muffins, dough balls, and pasta dishes as a group. Students 

followed simple recipes, prepared ingredients carefully, and 

produced some delicious food — although some of it 

unfortunately did not make it home

In P.E., students have taken part in a 

variety of sporting activities 

including basketball, rounders, and 

Kwik cricket. They performed 

exceptionally well and showed off 

their developing skills and 

teamwork. In Years 7 and 8, 

students were also introduced to a 

new sport called Swedish Longball, 

which we hope to continue playing 

after the half-term holidays.
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'I really enjoyed the dragon scene when it 

showed up and I really enjoyed Diagon 

Alley. We learned about directing films 

and the essentials needed to make them' - 

Safa

'My favourite bit was the animatronic 

spiders in the Forbidden Forest and I 

enjoyed learning what an 

animatronic is' - Ryan

'I loved the part where the dragon came 

towards you - it was really exciting! I 

enjoyed learning about the mss and 

make-up for the goblins' - Bethany

'I enjoyed the train, the dragon, the 

spiders and spending time with the 

people in the class. I didn't learn 

anything new because I'm a super fan' - 

Phoenix
'I enjoyed everything, 

especially the spiders! I learnt 

never to mess with Harry 

Potter!' - Kelsie

Year 11 thank everyone that helped them 

to raise £70 for their chosen charity 

'Healing Hearts and Minds With 

Horses'.  We are looking forward to visiting 

them on 10th June to see what they do 

and hand over the money which the 

organiser said will buy some medicine for 

poorly horses.
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We are incredibly proud of our KS4 learners and 3 

students from 9W!!!

 This half term they have completed their 

Functional Skills Entry Level Maths exams.

For many of our students, this has been a real 

challenge. They have faced anxiety and moments 

of self-doubt but despite this, every single student 

has shown resilience, determination, and courage 

by giving the exams their absolute best effort . They 

have truly smashed it!

The progress they have made is something to 

celebrate, not just academically but personally 

too. Watching their confidence grow has been 

fantastic, and they should all feel extremely proud 

of themselves.

Well done to all involved, and good luck to our 

Year 10 students who will be sitting their English 

exams after half term!

"I am thoroughly enjoying giving something back to the 

community and am so pleased the boys are enjoying it”

These are the words from our amazing volunteer, Peter 

Green, who comes in to school every Tuesday morning 

to work with 2 of our learners, Ryan from Year 9 and 

Owen from Year 10.

They have been repairing and decorating the walls 

outside the Gym. It is really beginning to look “new” 

again and Peter is really keen to keep working with us.

If there are any more “volunteers” out there who could 

offer up some time to share some skills with our learners 

we would be so grateful!



WELL DONE!
Congratulations to the following students 

for completing their ‘Gosden Toolbox’ and 

successfully collecting 10 ‘Life Tools’.

Developing these ‘Life Tools’ will help 

them now and also prepare them for their 

exciting future pathways.
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https://www.annafreu

d.org/resources/famil

y-wellbeing/

The Anna Freud website 

has lots of advice and 

guidance for parents 

and carers on how to 

support a young 

person’s wellbeing and 

mental health.

Hi, we’re Mrs Cowles and Miss Sutton, your pastoral team. If 

you have any questions, are looking for a little guidance or 

advice, please contact us on: 

     pastoral@gosden-house.surrey.sch.uk         07864 721931

All families eligible for free school meals can access Club4 holiday 
clubs this Summer. Bookings open 30th June at 7.30am. Please see the 
webpage https://www.activesurrey.com/community/club4/parents f
or a list of Club4 holiday clubs this Summer.

For families not eligible for free school meals, please note, Club4 
holiday clubs have updated their referral criteria for 2026 Summer 
Holiday Clubs. If you would like to know if your child is eligible for the 
free holiday clubs, or would like a referral, please contact Miss Sutton.

Helpful sites and resources

Below we have highlighted a few of our favourite helpful websites 

and resources for information, guidance and advice. 

L-SPA- help and support for concerns regarding development 

and/or learning needs of your child 

https://www.surreylocaloffer.org.uk/lspa 

SEND Advice Surrey- information and guidance for families 

https://www.sendadvicesurrey.org.uk/ 

National Autistic Society (NAS)- provide a free family support 

service to Surrey families, with courses, resources and a free Autism 

advice line https://www.autism.org.uk/ 

Family Voice Surrey-independent guidance to parents and carers 

of young people with additional needs 

https://familyvoicesurrey.org/ 

Surrey Family Information Service- provides free information and 

signposting for families in Surrey

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/children/support-and-

advice/families/contact/about 

Mindworks Surrey- emotional wellbeing, neurodivergent and 

mental health services for children and young people 

https://www.mindworks-surrey.org/ 

https://www.annafreud.org/resources/family-wellbeing/
https://www.annafreud.org/resources/family-wellbeing/
https://www.annafreud.org/resources/family-wellbeing/
https://www.annafreud.org/resources/family-wellbeing/
https://www.annafreud.org/resources/family-wellbeing/
https://www.activesurrey.com/community/club4/parents
https://www.surreylocaloffer.org.uk/lspa
https://www.sendadvicesurrey.org.uk/
https://www.autism.org.uk/
https://familyvoicesurrey.org/
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/children/support-and-advice/families/contact/about
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/children/support-and-advice/families/contact/about
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/children/support-and-advice/families/contact/about
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/children/support-and-advice/families/contact/about
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/children/support-and-advice/families/contact/about
https://www.mindworks-surrey.org/
https://www.mindworks-surrey.org/
https://www.mindworks-surrey.org/
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support a young 

person’s wellbeing and 

mental health.

Helpful sites and resources

Below we have highlighted a few of our favourite helpful websites 

and resources for information, guidance and advice. 

L-SPA- help and support for concerns regarding development and/or 

learning needs of your child https://www.surreylocaloffer.org.uk/lspa 

SEND Advice Surrey- information and guidance for families 

https://www.sendadvicesurrey.org.uk/ 

National Autistic Society (NAS)- provide a free family support service 

to Surrey families, with courses, resources and a free Autism advice 

line https://www.autism.org.uk/ 

Family Voice Surrey-independent guidance to parents and carers of 

young people with additional needs https://familyvoicesurrey.org/ 

Surrey Family Information Service- provides free information and 

signposting for families in Surrey

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/children/support-and-

advice/families/contact/about 

Mindworks Surrey- emotional wellbeing, neurodivergent and mental 

health services for children and young people 

https://www.mindworks-surrey.org/ 

Stripey Stork- services for families experiencing poverty including 

clothes, food, school uniform https://stripeystork.org.uk/ 

Barnardos positive parenting service- run 8 week courses for 

parents/carers of children with, or waiting for, an ADHD diagnosis 

https://www.barnardos.org.uk/get-support/services/surrey-positive-

parenting-service 

Surrey Family Centres- see here for a list of family centres in your local 

area and the support they can provide 

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/children/support-and-

advice/families/support-and-advice/family-centres 

On 28th May, Autism Family Support Service runs a free 

workshop through their You Are Not Alone service called 

'What you can do right now to support your child diagnosed 

with autism and/or PDA'.

This online workshop takes place on Thursday 28th May from 

8pm - 9pm (on Zoom). This workshop is free of charge. 
Anyone attending the workshop will also be invited to a free 

online Q&A session on Tuesday evening 2nd June from 7 - 

8.30pm.

Families are invited to bring their questions, thoughts or 

feelings along to the workshop.

There are 100 places in this workshop. To book a place 
please email team@youarenotalone.community to request 

the Zoom link - please note this is not run by Guildford Family 

Centre, any question will need to be directed to the service.

Parents will receive the Zoom link the night before the 

workshop takes place.

https://www.annafreud.org/resources/family-wellbeing/
https://www.annafreud.org/resources/family-wellbeing/
https://www.annafreud.org/resources/family-wellbeing/
https://www.annafreud.org/resources/family-wellbeing/
https://www.annafreud.org/resources/family-wellbeing/
https://www.surreylocaloffer.org.uk/lspa
https://www.sendadvicesurrey.org.uk/
https://www.autism.org.uk/
https://familyvoicesurrey.org/
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/children/support-and-advice/families/contact/about
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/children/support-and-advice/families/contact/about
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/children/support-and-advice/families/contact/about
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/children/support-and-advice/families/contact/about
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/children/support-and-advice/families/contact/about
https://www.mindworks-surrey.org/
https://www.mindworks-surrey.org/
https://www.mindworks-surrey.org/
https://stripeystork.org.uk/
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/get-support/services/surrey-positive-parenting-service
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/get-support/services/surrey-positive-parenting-service
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/get-support/services/surrey-positive-parenting-service
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/get-support/services/surrey-positive-parenting-service
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/get-support/services/surrey-positive-parenting-service
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/get-support/services/surrey-positive-parenting-service
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/get-support/services/surrey-positive-parenting-service
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/get-support/services/surrey-positive-parenting-service
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/get-support/services/surrey-positive-parenting-service
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/children/support-and-advice/families/support-and-advice/family-centres
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/children/support-and-advice/families/support-and-advice/family-centres
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/children/support-and-advice/families/support-and-advice/family-centres
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https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/children/support-and-advice/families/support-and-advice/family-centres
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/children/support-and-advice/families/support-and-advice/family-centres
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/children/support-and-advice/families/support-and-advice/family-centres
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/children/support-and-advice/families/support-and-advice/family-centres
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/children/support-and-advice/families/support-and-advice/family-centres
mailto:team@youarenotalone.community
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PTA Coffee Mornings
2026

There will be another PTA Coffee 

Morning after half term. We will let you 

know the date by Parentmail.



Page 20

F

U

T

U

R

E

E

V

E

N

T

S



Page 20

F

U

N 

D 

R 

A

I

S

I

N

G 

If you would like to make a donation to the 

school you can do so via the Gosden Children 

First charity page by clicking on this link 

https://wonderful.org/charities/1049925

You are able to donate directly or to a 

particular fundraising page that you would like 

to support.

AMAZON WISH LIST

https://www.amazon.co.uk/registries/gl/guest-
view/HLH16NVYVLGU

https://wonderful.org/charities/1049925
https://www.amazon.co.uk/registries/gl/guest-view/HLH16NVYVLGU
https://www.amazon.co.uk/registries/gl/guest-view/HLH16NVYVLGU
https://www.amazon.co.uk/registries/gl/guest-view/HLH16NVYVLGU

	Slide 1
	Slide 2:  D A T E S  &  I N F O R M A T I O N
	Slide 3:   S P O R T S  D A Y  2 0 2 6
	Slide 5
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 15
	Slide 16: P A S T O R A L  C A R E
	Slide 17: P A S T O R A L  C A R E
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21

